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Dear Friends, 
West Creek has a vision for a greener and healthier Northeast Ohio that positively 
impacts people’s lives and well-being.  Our commitment to protect, restore, and 
connect is long-term.  For nearly three decades, we have uniquely served our 
community and remain dedicated to continuing this path in conservation.  
We offer our heartfelt thanks to the communities of Northeast Ohio.  The ongoing 
strong engagement and support from these communities have enabled West Creek 
to grow and expand our efforts and impact from an initial focus in Parma to now 
encompass the broader Northeast Ohio region.  With this support, we continue to 
advance our mission to protect natural habitats, restore the ecological value of our 
region’s lands and waters, and connect people from all cultures and backgrounds 
with nature.  
Our true measure of success is the impact West Creek has on the people of 
Northeast Ohio.  Since 1997, we have protected over 5,000 acres, provided hundreds 
of thousands of people with access to natural areas, and tackled some of our 
region’s most complex conservation projects. Some project successes have been 
very visible, while many other smaller achievements each year are the puzzle pieces 
we continually put together to deliver lasting benefits to communities throughout 
Northeast Ohio.  
Our focus remains on the people who live and work here, as well as the children who 
will grow up here.  Your continued investment with us will help build a greener and 
healthier Northeast Ohio! 
As always, do not hesitate to reach out to any of us with your thoughts.

Eric Sluss				    Derek Schafer
Chair, Board of Directors (2023)		  Executive Director
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A groundbreaking event was held in late August after reach-
ing an agreement to purchase a holdout property from a local 
real estate developer and restaurateur. The settlement lifted 
the final obstacle that was holding up the $100 million Irishtown 
Bend project for nearly two years. The groundbreaking initiated 
the removal of 250,000 cubic yards of soil to stabilize the slope 
and prevent a landslide from occurring, which would have been 
catastrophic to the heavily used shipping channel and thus the 
local economy. Once completed, the $60 million dollar stabiliza-
tion project will provide the platform for the Irishtown Bend Park, 
which will transform the property into a dynamic public space for 
the city. 
Irishtown Bend Park will provide incredible views of the downtown 
skyline and include riverfront walking and biking trails connecting 
the entire near west side to the Cuyahoga River. Project planners 
received final conceptual approval for the concept designs for 
the park in 2023. Park improvements are estimated to cost $40 
million and the project could be completed by 2027.
Irishtown Bend’s rich cultural history dates from First Nation set-
tlements, to European colonists, early American pioneers, and 
most recently the site of a 19th century neighborhood of Irish 
immigrants and Irish Americans along the tight meander in the 
Cuyahoga River with the steep hillside above. 
Irishtown Bend is a collaboration of many stakeholders, including 
West Creek Conservancy, Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation 
Program, the Cleveland Foundation, the Gund Foundation, LAND 
Studio, the Port Authority, Cleveland Metroparks, Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District, Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing 
Authority, the City of Cleveland, Ohio City, Inc., Northeast Ohio 
Areawide Coordinating Agency, and many others.

MOVING MOUNTAINS: 
IRISHTOWN BEND UPDATE
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In late 2023, West Creek Conservancy transferred more 
than 100 acres to Cleveland Metroparks, including the 
former Parmadale campus and the former Padua soccer 
fields. As a result, Cleveland Metroparks expanded from 
an initial three acres a century ago to over 25,000 acres of 
protected park land in 2023, its 106th year. 
Since 2017, West Creek Conservancy has led the signifi-
cant environmental cleanup and restoration of the approx-
imately 80-acre former Parmadale campus, including 
removal of 18 structures. The long and arduous task of 
removing the structures was met with many unforeseeable 
events such as vandalism and fires which caused a sig-
nificant delay. Ultimately the demolition of the final three 
buildings on the site occurred allowing the property to be 

restored and reclaimed.  The multiyear task of reclaiming 
the site also removed 12 acres of impervious surface to 
restore forest habitat and reduce stormwater surges.  
The restoration of the former Padua soccer fields involved 
the reshaping of streams, and restoration of floodplains, 
wetlands, and natural habitats. Re-establishment of the 
headwater stream’s original, sinuous shape reduces 
flooding risk, while preventing flooding and erosion of the 
stream. Overall, the restoration will reduce sediment in 
the water, ensuring healthy respiration for aquatic animals 
and clean drinking water for Ohioans. Securely installed 
dead and dying trees serve as snags — habitats for 
wildlife such as birds and mammals. Native trees were 
also planted throughout the property to collect water and 

WEST CREEK HELPS CLEVELAND METROPARKS REACH 
25,000-ACRE MILESTONE
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add wildlife habitat, and for visitors to experience the 
shade, aesthetic value, and health benefits that living 
trees provide.
With more than 40,000 people living within 1 mile of 
West Creek Reservation’s park and trail system, res-
idents of Parma and surrounding communities will 
have greater access to green space and more oppor-
tunities for hiking, cycling, and birding, with the com-
pletion of the project.
The addition of the Parmadale campus and former 
Padua soccer fields increases the size of the West 
Creek Reservation – which directly serves Seven 
Hills, Independence and Parma – and has more than 
doubled in size since it became Cleveland Metroparks 
16th park reservation in 2006.
“With this significant expansion of West Creek 
Reservation thanks to the support and partnership of 
the West Creek Conservancy, Cleveland Metroparks 
has passed a major milestone 106 years in the making 

with the protection and conservation of more than 
25,000 acres of parks across 49 communities”  said 
Cleveland Metroparks CEO Brian M. Zimmerman.  
West Creek Conservancy and Cleveland Metroparks 
have partnered for decades to improve the quality of 
life for Northeast Ohioans through protection of vital 
park land and natural habitats.
Support for this long-term initiative has included the 
Ohio Public Works Commission’s Clean Ohio Green 
Space Conservation Program, the Ohio EPA’s 319 
Program, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, 
Cleveland Metroparks, the City of Parma, Ohio Stream 
Preservation, and the James M. Cox Foundation.
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The Ohio Department of Natural Resources celebrated the 
Bird Family Bog Rehabilitation Project with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony in October 2023. The ribbon cutting headlined 
a bioblitz event, where park staff, natural resource profes-
sionals, and members of the community visited the bog to 
help identify as many species and plants as possible in one 
day. The 170-acre property, located within the Cuyahoga 
River watershed in Rootstown Township, Portage County, 
will help improve water quality by preserving the bog and 
transforming formerly farmed land into wetlands. The prop-
erty was acquired by West Creek Conservancy with fund-
ing from Governor Mike DeWine’s H2Ohio initiative and 
the Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program. Now 
under the ownership of Portage Park District, the bog has 
become a protected gem for generations to come. 

CELEBRATING PROTECTION OF A TAMARACK BOG

IMPROVING WATER QUALITY 
IN THE BLACK RIVER
The Black River Preserve restoration project involved the 
acquisition and restoration of formerly farmed land in the 
Village of Lodi, Medina County. This critical 76-acre par-
cel had been impacted by the straightening of streams, 
extensive drain tile, and antiquated farming practices. 
Rehabilitating the degraded streams, wetlands, and for-
mer wetlands will improve water quality in the Black-Rocky 
River watershed by reducing the influx of fertilizers, pesti-
cides, and sediment. In addition, the property provides con-
nection of Medina County Park District’s East Fork Nature 
Preserve to their Black River Nature Preserve, Bluebell 
Valley, Hidden Hollow Camp parklands. The project is a 
collaboration of Governor Mike DeWine’s H2Ohio initiative, 
West Creek Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, and 
Medina County and is now under the ownership of Medina 
County Park District.
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The Champion Creek Connector Project involved the 
acquisition and preservation of a key 10-acre parcel 
situated in an otherwise highly developed area within 
the City of Medina. The property holds the confluence 
of a class-III primary headwater stream and the main-
stem of Champion Creek at the headwaters of the 
West Branch Rocky River. In an area that is only 17.7% 
forested, the site contains upland forests and is domi-
nated by almost 8 acres of mature floodplain forest that 
is home to the Northern Clearwater Crayfish, a state 
listed Species of Concern. The land was acquired by 
West Creek Conservancy with funding from the Clean 
Ohio Green Space Conservation Program as well 
as the generous support of the Tom and Jill Lincoln 
Foundation and the Willard Stephenson Foundation. 
Now under the ownership of the City of Medina the 
property links the 29-acre Crestwood Park to the 
35-acre Roscoe Ewing Park, thus enlarging the City 
of Medina’s park and trail system.

The Glenwillow Greenway Expansion project involved the acquisition and pres-
ervation of a  21-acre parcel in the Village of Glenwillow, Cuyahoga County. The 
project was identified as a Critical Area that is highly urbanized and impaired 
by the issues from suburban development and historical channel modification. 
The natural landscape will be preserved to provide important recreational and 
educational opportunities to residents throughout the region which will main-
tain valuable wildlife habitat and flood storage that the natural, undeveloped 
landscape provides. The land was acquired with funding from the Clean Ohio 
Green Space Conservation Program. Now under the ownership of the Village of 
Glenwillow the property supports a larger initiative known as the Tinker’s Creek 
Trail Connection -- an initiative to connect several Village-owned properties as 
well as Cleveland Metroparks’ Bedford Reservation together via walking trails.

CONNECTING VILLAGE GREEN SPACE

PROTECTING HABITAT FOR RARE SPECIES
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In another amazing partnership-driven proj-
ect, West Creek Conservancy was able to help 
protect 196 acres located within the Shenango 
River watershed in Kinsman Township, Trumbull 
County. The project protects over one and one-
half miles of stream and 126 acres of Category 
III wetland.  
Decades of agricultural use had flattened the 
natural topography and compromised this 
landscape’s ecological function. As a result, 

the Pymatuning Creek watershed experienced 
an increase in nutrient loading. West Creek 
Conservancy sought to restore the natural land-
scape, reduce nutrient loads to downstream 
water bodies, and bring functional hydrology, 
habitat, and connectivity back to the area.
Together with the design-build team of 
Biohabitats and Meadville Land Service, West 
Creek successfully restored natural hydrol-
ogy to the site by placing wattle structures in 

KINSMAN SWAMP PRESERVE: 
RESTORING OHIO’S SWAMP FORESTS
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agricultural ditches and adding hummock and hollow grad-
ing to the landscape to simulate natural varied forest topog-
raphy. Vernal pools were added to create new wetlands 
and expand the site’s existing Category III forested wetland 
complex.
The site was revegetated with more than 900 native trees 
and shrubs, and habitat complexity was further enhanced 
with the installation of over 35 woody habitat features. The 
project restored riparian forest habitat, thus expanding the 
adjacent forested wetland complex footprint. The resto-
ration design also laid out two potential loop trails which 
would provide visitors with unique opportunities to experi-
ence the restored habitat, along with the diversity of wildlife 
it supports.
The property was acquired and restored with funding from 
the Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program and 
Governor Mike DeWine’s H2Ohio initiative. Now under the 
ownership of Trumbull County MetroParks, the project ful-
fills their mission of promoting health, recreation, conserva-
tion, and economic development for residents and visitors 
by developing, preserving, and managing park properties.

please specify which 
photo you would  
like to place here
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PRESERVING HEMLOCK RAVINES
The Chippewa Creek Conservation Corridor project involved the 
acquisition of 53 acres within the Chippewa Creek watershed in the 
City of Broadview Heights, Cuyahoga County. The project protects 
over one mile of high-quality stream and 12.8 acres of wetlands and 
contains a variety of habitats including mesic and wet meadow, upland 
young to mature forest, mature valley wall forest, hemlock ravines (a 
rare habitat in northeast Ohio), dramatic cliff gorges, stream habitat, 
and riparian wetlands. A tributary to Chippewa Creek flows through 
the property, which supports the mature forest riparian wetland habitat 
along the streambed. West Creek Conservancy acquired the property 
with funding from Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program in 
partnership with Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District and the City 
of Broadview Heights

CONNECTING SCHOOLS 
TO GREEN SPACE
The Furnace Run Land Lab project involved the acquisi-
tion and preservation of the 37-acre property  in the Village 
of Richfield, Summit County. The project was a high prior-
ity due to its high-quality water resources, and proximity 
to schools and other parkland. The project protects over 
3,700 linear feet of headwater stream and over 24 acres of 
forested wetland complex. The property is contiguous with 
Richfield Elementary School to the east, and Revere High 
School and Revere Board of Education to the south. In addi-
tion, the property is approximately one-half mile from the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park and Summit Metro Parks 
reservations. The property was acquired with funding from 
the Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program and is 
now under the ownership of Summit Metro Parks.
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PROTECTING FORESTED 
BAT HABITAT

CONSERVING FLOODPLAIN 
FORESTS
The Pond Brook Aurora Lake Project involved the acquisition of 43 
acres, and the permanent protection of 41 acres through a Conservation 
Easement, within the Tinker’s Creek-Pond Brook watershed in the City 
of Reminderville, Summit County.  The project protects high-quality 
stream habitat, forested wetland complexes, Category III wetlands, 
and headwaters of Pond Brook. Pond Brook flows directly into the 
main channel feeding Aurora Lake and is the largest external contrib-
utor of phosphorus into the lake. The lake has experienced consider-
able issues as a result of rapid development in the area. Preservation 
of the property will reduce nutrient loading, improve water quality, and 
help mitigate adverse impacts such as harmful algal blooms. The 
property was acquired by West Creek Conservancy with funding from 
Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program in partnership with 
the City of Reminderville.

The Watershed Divide Preserve project involved the 
acquisition of 75 acres in the City of Brecksville and 
the City of Broadview Heights. Not only does it strad-
dle the two cities, but it is also located at the precipice 
of a watershed divide, between Furnace Run water-
shed and the East Branch of Rocky River watershed. 
The project protects 7.5 acres of wetlands and strong 
stands of upland forests and woodlands, lending itself 
to a phenomenal habitat for bats. Several listed bat spe-
cies were confirmed on the site including the Federally 
Endangered northern long-eared bat. The property was 
identified in the Furnace Run Balanced Growth Plan as  
a Priority Conservation Area, and aligns with the goals 
of the Rocky River Watershed NPSIS Plan. The property 
was acquired by West Creek Conservancy with funding 
from Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program. 

Photo: Judy Semroc

Photo: Judy Semroc



The Riverwood Restoration project involved the restoration of a 57-acre former golf 
course in the City of Akron, Summit County. Located on Riverview Road adjacent to 
the Cuyahoga River, it is just across the river from the 988-acre Summit Metro Parks 
Sand Run Metro Park; a sprawling park with several trail heads and park areas. 

The project created approximately 9.1 acres of wetland, 11.2 acres of floodplain, 3,784 
linear feet of headwater streams, and 25 acres of upland habitat. 

The restoration site sits within the FEMA floodplain between River Mile 38.5 and 39.7, 
and it acts as the natural riparian zone for the mainstem of the Cuyahoga River along 
a section of the river known for migratory spawning of Steelhead Trout. Furthermore, 
there are two tributaries that join the Cuyahoga River at and upstream of this site 
-- Sand Run and Mud Brook -- both of which increase the volume and velocity of the 
water in the Cuyahoga River. A local developer, Petros Homes owned the property and 
had a development plan in place to develop the entire site. West Creek Conservancy 
worked with the Petros Homes to limit the development and impact to upland sections 
of the site outside of the floodplain. Petros Homes generously donated the property to 
West Creek Conservancy making this critical restoration project possible. 

The restoration included opening up the lower sections of the site to facilitate a natu-
ralized floodplain within the 1.3-mile stretch of the mainstem of the Cuyahoga River. 
By doing so, 33 acres of floodplain were created, including a riparian habitat that was 
seeded and planted with a diverse assemblage of native trees and shrubs. 
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CONVERTING A GOLF COURSE INTO A 
FUNCTIONING FORESTED FLOODPLAIN
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The restoration project began with the break-
age of drain tiles and the decompaction of the soil. 
Subsequently, the restoration focused on bank stabili-
zation along the Cuyahoga River to restore the natural 
riparian habitat. The project also enhances fish habitat 
in and along 1.3 miles of the Cuyahoga River within 
the Cuyahoga River Area of Concern, which will help 
meet the State of Ohio’s Beneficial Use Impairment 
Restoration Targets for fish habitat. Fluvial and adflu-
vial fish habitats were enhanced and expanded. 

The site was also home to invasive plant species, which 
were treated with herbicide and physically removed. In 
addition, this project will provide an important marsh 
and riparian habitat for the black-crowned night heron, 
a threatened species in Ohio, which was recorded at 
the Sand Run Metro Park just across the river.  

The project will also result in an important reduction of 
sediment, phosphorus, and nitrogen loading through 
the restoration of the site’s natural ecological function-
ality, inclusive of, but not limited to stream channels, 
direct tributaries, wetlands, vernal pools, floodplain, 
and riparian areas. Restoring these numerous wet-
lands and riparian areas where the golf course once 

stood now captures nutrients and sediment from resi-
dential runoff nearby. The shuttering of the golf course 
has removed a massive amount of phosphorus from 
fertilization practices that were draining directly into 
the river.

Ultimately, public access will include a trail system 
complete with public trailheads and potentially a kayak 
ramp to place this site as a put-in/take-out along the 
State designated Cuyahoga River Water Trail.

The project was undertaken by West Creek 
Conservancy with funding from Clean Ohio Green 
Space Conservation Program and Governor Mike 
DeWine’s H2Ohio initiative, in partnership with 
Petros Homes.
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SPRING CREEK PRESERVE: 
CULTIVATING CONSERVATION 
PARTNERSHIPS
In late 2022, West Creek Conservancy with the help of Ohio 
EPA completed the purchase and acquisition of approximately 
361 acres in Montville Township, Geauga County which has 
since been named Spring Creek Preserve.  

Since taking title to the property, West Creek has begun imple-
menting a comprehensive management & restoration plan 
focused on improving water quality & wildlife diversity and 
removing invasive species and forest monocultures through-
out the preserve.  In 2023 West Creek began the first phase 
of opening the existing trail system on the property to solidify 
maintenance access and implemented a racoon management 
program to increase the breeding success of ground-nesting 
birds and turtles.  

West Creek also forged a partnership with Ducks Unlimited 
to conceptualize and design a network of water control struc-
tures throughout the site to develop, enhance and maintain the 
diverse wetland complexes located throughout the preserve. 
West Creek and Ducks Unlimited plan to finalize engineering 
and apply for funding to implement this comprehensive res-
toration plan. West Creek also forged a partnership with The 
Nature Conservancy to survey the extent of invasive species in 
the vast wetland complexes on-site with the goal of developing 
a master invasive species plan for the Preserve which will be 
initiated in 2025.  

Conservation of the Spring Creek Preserve property has 
resulted in an abundance of wildlife enjoying the diverse habi-
tat of the site. There is evidence of bobcats and river otter and 
sightings of black bears and fishers at the Preserve, all four of 
which were extirpated from northern Ohio in mid-1850s. The 
wetland habitat has drawn many unique bird species to the 
Preserve, including nesting sand hill cranes (state threatened) 
as well as bald eagles, osprey, green heron, snowy egret, and 
dozens of species of nesting and migrating waterfowl. 
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Stearns Native Nursery comprises 16 acres of the 
48-acre Stearns Homestead in the City of Parma. A 
major focus at Stearns Native Nursery has been the 
propagation of native, local ecotype plant stock that 
supports biodiversity, stormwater management, and 
enhances visitor experiences in parks and at West 
Creek’s restoration sites. The nursery’s stock has been 
installed in restoration sites, city parks, and on tree 
lawns to absorb stormwater which helps reduce flood-
ing and erosion. These plantings provide oxygen and 
shade to help limit the sweltering effect of heat islands 
that become established in urban centers, not to men-
tion the natural beauty and increase in home values 
that trees offer!

Stearns Native Nursery has prioritized the propagation 
of keystone species. Keystone species are trees, wild-
flowers, and shrubs that support the vast majority of 
mammals, pollinators, and birds in our local ecosys-
tems. Keystone tree species being grown at Stearns 
include a variety of oak, hickory, and cherry. There is 

also a plan to increase propagation of keystone wild-
flowers, such as goldenrods and asters.

Collecting and propagating seeds from local ecotype 
plants is vital to protect the genetic diversity of our 
regional flora. This significance cannot be overstated! 
This diversity is what equips our local plants to with-
stand the challenges posed by climate change and 
ensures that they flourish in community plantings and 
restoration projects. In the fall of 2023, volunteers 
spent many tireless hours collecting seeds from wild, 
native species which were instrumental in enriching the 
inventory at Stearns Native Nursery. West Creek staff 
worked hand in hand with volunteers, who completed 
the meticulous task of cleaning the seeds and initiating 
the stratification process. Stratification involves a period 
of cold, moist storage that effectively breaks seed dor-
mancy and sets the stage for germination and growth. 
Once the seeds are stratified, they are potted within the 
greenhouse and nurtured toward their full potential. 

STEARNS NATIVE NURSERY: 
SUPPORTING HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS, 
WATERS, AND PEOPLE
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VOLUNTEER UPDATE:  
WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
Volunteers are critical in helping to advance the mis-
sion of West Creek Conservancy to ensure that our 
natural areas, streams, and wetlands are healthy and 
well protected for generations to come. 
In 2023, West Creek enjoyed the participation of hun-
dreds of volunteers who assisted with a variety of stew-
ardship, outreach, and office activities.  The volunteers 
included corporate groups from Cox Communications, 
Ernst & Young, Stantec, Global Prairie, and the Ohio 
Contractors Network’s Young Professionals, who 
assisted with property stewardship, invasive species 
management, and restoration. Individual volunteers 
and community groups, such as the Girl Scouts of 
Northeast Ohio and Padua High School, participated 

in tree plantings, site clean-ups, seed collection and 
propagation at Stearns Nursery, as well as events 
such as Up! A Creek. 
West Creek Conservancy was formed by a group 
of volunteers and without the help of volunteers our 
work would not be accomplished. There are many 
opportunities for volunteering, and a variety of ways 
to contribute to the mission of West Creek. Whether 
your interests lie in restoration activities, educational 
events, or helping out at the office, there are always 
an assortment of projects that are sure to excite you! 
Tools and refreshments are always provided, so all 
that is necessary is your helping hand! If you have an 
interest in volunteering or know of a group or company 
who might be interested, please contact kara@west-
creek.org. Your contribution of time, no matter how big 
or small, will make a significant and lasting impact. 
Let’s grow together!
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UP! A CREEK 2023
West Creek Conservancy’s signature fundraising event, 
Up! A Creek was held on August 12, 2023 at Windows 
on the River. Attendees at the conservation gala were 
greeted with appetizers and refreshments and enjoyed 
a trip through the Greater Cleveland Aquarium. 
The event was a crowd pleaser with live entertain-
ment, and games such as Heads and Tails and West 
Creek’s infamous Wine Toss Game, all in support of 
West Creek’s mission. Raffle baskets, silent auction 
items, and live auction items such as a blimp ride and 
a Cavs party for 12 also helped successfully raise vital 
funding needed for land conservation, stream and river 
protection, habitat restoration, and greenway develop-
ment efforts.  
With your help, West Creek is creating a greener 
greater northeast Ohio!
Up! A Creek was presented by Ohio Real Title Agency 
LLC and C&J Contractors, Inc.
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2023 EXPENSES

Financial year ending December 31, 2023. Accrual basis, unaudited.

Government Grants: 49% 
$ 6,183,655

In-Kind Donations: 28% 
$3,564,172

Fee Services: 9% 
$1,129,885

Dues & Donations: 6% 
$803,106

Miscellaneous: 5% 
$627,945

Special Events: 2% 
$211,830

Non-Govt. Grants: 1% 
$110,950

2023 REVENUE
Total Revenues: $12,631,543 

Total Expenses: $10,228,622

Land Acquisition: 49%
$5,032,808
Habitat Restoration: 33%
$3,389,408
Operating: 6.5%
$676,740
Property Management: 4.5%
$475,502
Miscellaneous: 4%
$396,189
Fundraising: 1.5%
$123,137 
Professional Fees: 1%
$81,794
Outreach Programs: 0.5%
$43,195

Change in Net Assets: $2,402,921

REVENUE & EXPENSES
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DONORS & SUPPORTERS

$10,000 & Over
ARPA Community Grant Fund
Char & Chuck Fowler Family 

Foundation
Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation
David Farrier
George Gund Foundation
Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 

District
Ohio Department of Development
Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources H2Ohio Program
Ohio EPA 
Ohio Lake Erie Commission
Ohio Public Works Commission
Ohio Stream Preservation, Inc.
Tom and Jill Lincoln Foundation
Village of Glenwillow

$5,000 to $9,999
Donald L. Barr
City of Beachwood
City of Broadview Heights
City of Brooklyn
City of Highland Heights
City of Independence
City of Parma
Cox Comunications
Fred Hipp
John Kurtz
Jane Maderka
Village of Brooklyn Heights
Village of Cuyahoga Heights
Village of Valley View
Rich & Barbara Weiser

$2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous
Benjamin Borns
Full Moon Empire Inc.
Patrick Gsellman

Rudolf & Barbara Hermes
Heroux Devtek
Jeff Lennartz
Michael Mohlenkamp
David & Laura Sangree
Shaker Lakes Garden Club
Sherwin Williams
Eric Sluss

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous
Anonymous
Shimshon Balanson
Tom & Margo Bertin
Joseph Blanda
Joseph DiGeronimo
Giving Well Family Foundation
William & Joanne Grady
Terry Greathouse
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP at the 

direction of John Paul Lucci
Irvin Hazel
Maxine W. Houck
John Ivancic
John Lahl
Luciano Family Foundation
Kenneth A. Moss
Thomas Oden
Connor Redman
David Sacks
David Sagerser & Dr. Christine Krol
Kurt Sardiga
Chris & Vicki Soukup
Rick Soukup
The Kathleen T. Schlemmer Fund for 

Animal Welfare & the Environment
Vanguard Charitable Endowment 

Program
Karen Vargo
George Zbiegien
Emily Zeisler

$500 to $999
Anonymous
Bill Abell
Robert Brill
Coldwater Consultants
Cuyahoga County Port Authority
Davey Resource Group
Christopher & Jennifer Hartzell
Joseph J. Jacubic Post 572
Marks Construction Inc.
Charles McGill
Medina County Park Dist.
Christopher & Melissa Owen
David Roth
Ed & Brendalee Salk
Eric & Debbie Schafer
Luke Schwan
Jim & Pat Spoth
Steven and Ann Pigoni Family 

Foundation
Nate & Diane Ward

$250 to $499
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous
William Birchenough
Liz Boehm
Mark Brody
Kathy Jo Carson
Christine Chenevey
Dale E. & Bernice E. Mansperger 

Foundation Inc.
Ellen Davis
Kevin DeFranco
Rachel DeNoewer

You make it possible! In 2023 your donation allowed West Creek Conservancy to protect dozens of new properties throughout Northeast 
Ohio. We are grateful to all the individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations who have supported our vital work. Contributions 
received from January 1 - December 31, 2023 are listed here.
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Antoinette Dyko
Maribeth Feke
Jonathan Hicks
Barbara Hrdlicka
Lee & Candace Hutton
Albert Johnson III
Eric & Marian Klieber
Ronald & Paula Koenig
Donna Koler
Frank Lovell
Laura McShane
Jonny Molnar
Edwin Muckley
 Nordonia Hills Garden Club
Sandra Paliga
Jonathan Progoff
Jofrey Quintanar
R.J. Platten Contracting Co.
Terry & Mandy Robison
Linda Rocchi
Jean Schafer
Martine Scheuermann & Marty 

Culbertson
Judge Kenneth Spanagel
Terry Stahurski
David & Dynda Thomas
Dimitri Turko
Jennifer Vasarhelyi
Verdantas LLC
Dr. Gregory Warren & Karen Seawall
Gene A. Wimmer
Mengxue Xie
Kevin & Renee Zupancic

$100 to $249
Anonymous (7)
Anonymous (3)
Jim & Kathy Amato
Steve & Kathy Bales
Nancy Bartholomew
Art Basso
Don & Edie Bees
Fred Bess & Jeff Converse
Matt & Sharon Brejer
George C. Cantor
Keith Chlem
Cheung Cho Yue, M.D.
Douglas Cisan
John Crawford
Christine Craycroft
Maria Curcio
David Daams
Mayor Tim DeGeeter
Leo Deininger & Ruth Skuly
Dempsey Scheiman & Assoc.
John & Deanna DiGeronimo
Mark and Pam Dobbins
Ed Dooner
Helene Dreibelbis
Ed & Karen Dufala
John Fitzpatrick & Arrye Rosser  
Charles & Anne Germana
Robert & Barbara Glover
Dan & Carol Hargenrader
Peter & Judy Harvan
Don & Nancy Howell
Thomas & Laverne Jacobson

Kevin Jansky
Michael Johnson
Geraldine Kaftan
Jim & Pat Kastelic
Ursula Keck
Hilde Kikel
Jeff & Darla Klein
Paul Kovalcik
Richard & Rochelle Lavery Sr.
Michael & Monica Losneck
Ed Lukacevic & Resi Sonntag
James Madden
Gary & Therese Manke
Bob & Kathy McAteer
Ryan & Dana Mercier
Barbara Meyer
Jessi Michalewicz
John Mitterholzer
Ralph & Theresa Mog
Monica Moore
Kevin Moriarty
Ken  Murach & Jane Penttila
Mary Murphy
Donna Nettgen
Robert & Diane Nickle
Janet Noss
Karen Ormsby
Martin & Laura Palcisko
Marianne Parker
Joe Pavlick
Greg & Tana Peckham
James Petras
John & Marguerite Phillips
Cedric & Eloise Plavney
Chris & Marcy Prasek
Elizabeth Prusak
Michelle Ray
Candy Ridler
Brian & Karen Riegel
Norbert & Christiane Ritzmann
Sheldon & Mary Ann Schafer
Don & Linda Schmaltz
Katherine Schneider
Ron & Bonnie Shadrach
Sara Shipley
Caryl Smith
Phillip Thomas
Stephen F. Tucholsky
Steve & Barbara Tucky
Spenser & Christy Vago
Barbara Von Benken
Erika Jordan Wagner
Katherine Wensink
Gary & Carol Whidden
Thomas & Marcia White
Mary Ann Wiedl
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Wendel Willmann
Alex Wilson

$99 and under
Anonymous (17)
Richard Babyak
George Baker
Stephen Bedell
Michael Bennett
Richard Berg
Mike & Karen Bitsko
Jean Black
Gerald M. Boldt
Mary Bradshaw
Daniel Brindza
Helen J. Broszczuk
Kathy Cavalier
Bernard Charnas
Dale & Susan Cowan
Robert & Gabriella Dagostino
Alan & Patricia Dailey
Tom & Mary Day
Frank & Debbie Dessoffy
Kathy Dishion
Constance Djukic
Bill & Betty Dodds
John & Marci Dolnacko
Ed & Kathy Durkin
Cliff Emery
Lucy Erba
Thelma Feith
Joseph  & Marlene Franchino
Rick & Mary Gates
Janice Geho
Jim Gepperth
Minnie Gibbons
Dorothy K. Gonda
Arthur & Dedra Good
Debbie Grale
Kathleen Guzy
Rose Hartman
Matt Hils
Evelyn Hinz
Laura Hnat
Joseph Hooven
Bessanne Hustosky
Georgene Jasinski
Patricia Jatsek
Roy & Maureen Jech
David & Mary Jecmen
Dennis Kapral
Phyllis Kluber
Robert Koonce
Joyce Krajewski
Kevin Kussmaul
Thomas & Mary Lanning

Mary Ann Lanser
Michael LaRosa
Lois Lenard
Debbie Lime
Mark Link
Donald & Carole Lisy
Gary & Gail Long
James & Deena Macko
John & Elaine Martin
John & Jackie Maslanka
Herbert Mausser
John Moravec
Thomas & Patricia Nezovich
Jane Norris
Tom & Peggy Oberg
Charles & Elaine Oreskovic
Joe & Peggy Osburn
Charles B. Pearson
Edward Perek
Barbara Rajavich
Jim Reagan
Elise Repp
Carol Revilock
Brad Rice
David & Mary Robertson
Dennis & Sandra Rohal
Elinor Rowan
Mark & Marie Sabo
Darlene Sadowski
Adam Sanphy
Mary Schafrik
Sharon Schnall
Erika Schnur
Clifford & Betty Schuenaman
John & Tammy Sech
Tiffany Sedlacek
Judith Shaw
Eric Sluss
Peter & Bernadette Smith
Gail Smith
Bernadette Smith
Juanita N. Smith
Steven Snyder
Arlene Spies
Benjamin Stafford
Kent Starrett
Jim Storer
Paul & Valarie Swancer
Betty Terepka
Donna J. Thom
Donald  Turpin
Dennis & Connie Turski
UK Online Giving Foundation
Laurie Vadaj

Vanguard Charitable Endowment 
Program via The Witt Charitable 
Fund recommended by Mr. Robert 
Witt III & Ms. Ann Witt

Tom Vasel
Lesley Visconti
Becky Walters
Jim Wohl
Don & Sandy Wojtalewicz
Gary D. Zanercik
Kathleen Zipp
Dan & Pam Zupancic

We make every effort to list our 
donors accurately. We regret any 
errors or omissions. If you have any 
questions about this report please 
contact Dawn at 216.749.3720, ext 
10, or dpetkov@westcreek.org
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Donald Barr
Elaine Gintol
Troy Lee & Polly Fay Hale
Jane Makerka
Nancy McKee
Jeff Snell
Rose Mary Snell
Zaremba & Sons

Axelrod Buick GMC
Bartlett Tree Experts
Baumann Enterprises, Inc.
BioHabitats
C&J Demolition
Chagrin Valley Engineering
Cleveland Whiskey 
Coldwater Consulting
Cox Business
“Cushman & Wakefield  

CRESCO Real Estate”
Cuyahoga Land Bank
Davey Resource Group
Dean DePiero
DiGeronimo Companies
Donald G Bohning & Associates
EnviEnvironmental

EnviroScience
FirstEnergy
GPD Group
Great Lakes Brewing Company 
Greater Cleveland Aquarium
Hersh PR & Marketing
HZW Environmental Consultants
Innovative Title and Escrow
Kurtz Bros
Liberty Development 
Little Birdie Wine Nest
Luciano Foundation
Mannik & Smith Group
Marks Construction
Meadville Land Service
Ohio Real Title Agency 
Ohio Stream Preservation 

OHM Advisors
OnCall Equipment
Osborn Engineering
Partners Environmental
Petros Homes
Port Authority 
Quasar Energy Group
RiverReach Construction
Sherwin-Williams
studio TECHNE
Tito’s Vodka
Ulmer & Berne LLP
Unique Landscaping
Verdantas 
Vince Hrobat Insurance Agency
ZieglerMetzger

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
In Memory of Jeanette DeSimone

Renee Flynn & Isabel Donto
Viola Jaros
Darlene Polojack

In Memory of Earnest G. Farrier
David Farrier

In Memory of Elaine Gommel
Virgina Kovach

In Memory of Loretta Toth Julian
Ellen Davis
Die-Matic
Thomas & Ann Marie Madej

In Memory of Alyce Koracin
Virgina A Kovach

In Memory of Mary Lou Maderka
Sandra Maderka on behalf 
of Jane Maderka

In Memory of William Miolik
Virgina Kovach

In Memory of Edward V. Ogilvie
Virgina Kovach

In Memory of Ruth Zimovan Owens
Virgina Kovach

In Memory of Cathy Price
Tina Valli Billman

In Memory of Irene Toth
Ellen Davis

In Memory of Dave Vasarhelyl
William Carroll

In Memory of Waldemar 
Zieleniewski

Jean Black

SPONSORS

CONSERVATION 
PARTNERS
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2023 STAFF
Derek Schafer 

Executive Director
Dawn Petkov

Director of Finance
David Saja

Senior Watershed  
Program Manager

Joe Leslie
Director of Real Estate

Kara Beninghofen
Stewardship & Outreach 

Coordinator
Brett Rodstrom

Director of Conservation

2023 BOARD 
OFFICERS

Eric Sluss 
Chair

Michael Mohlenkamp 
Vice Chair

Christopher Owen 
Treasurer

2023 DIRECTORS
Shimshon Balanson

Liz Boehm
Benjamin M. Borns

Robert Brill
John Crawford

Robert J. Dagostino
Maribeth B. Feke 

Barbara J. Hermes
Albert Johnson III
Connor Redman

Luke Schwan
Karen Vargo

Richard Weiser
Mengxue Xie

A Taste of Excellence
Akron Zoo
Angelo’s Pizza
Aquarium of Niagara
B.A. Sweeties Candy 

Company
Shimshon Balanson
Beachland Ballroom 

& Tavern
Beck Center for the Arts
Benesch
Rob Benjamin
Kara Benninghofen
Jo Berman
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Blossom Music Center
Blue Ginger Asian Bistro
Blue Heron Brewery 

and Event Center
Liz Boehm
Bomba Tacos/Paladar
Benjamin Borns
Robert Brill
CAPA
Cedar Point/Castaway Bay
Charles Scott
Chipotle
City of Reminderville
Clear Line Sewers and 

Excavating, LLC
Cleveland Botanical 

Gardens
Cleveland Caveliers
Cleveland Metroparks 
Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland Orchestra
Cleveland Whiskey
Cleveland Zoo
John Crawford
CSA Group & Clearview 

Consulting
Cuyahoga County 

Land Bank
D’Angelo’s
Bobby Dagostino
Danny Boys
Dewey’s Pizza
Mike Durkalec
Famous Daves
Farmer’s Feast
Fast Eddies

Maribeth Feke
Firehouse Grille & Pub
Fish Furniture
Flip Side Rocky River
Gervasi Vineyards
Glenwillow Grille
Goodtime III
Goodyear 
Great Lakes Brewing Co
Great Lakes Science 

Center
Greater Cleveland 

Aquarium
Jen Gusik
Hampton Inn Suites, 

New Albany
Barbara Hermes
Hocking Hills 

Canopy Tours
Holden Forests 

and Gardens
Jack Casino
Albert Johnson III
Lake Erie Monsters
Lake Metroparks
Little Birdie Wine Nest
Ryan and Terri Marrie
Mellow Mushroom
Melt Bar & Grilled
Miller Boat Lines
Jeff & Trish Minnick
Mitchells Ice Cream
Mike Mohlenkamp
Music Box Supper Club
Northeast Ohio Regional 

Sewer Distrrict
OHM Advisors
Chris Owen
Parma Community 

Improvement 
Corporation

Petitti Garden Center
PINS Mechanical
Pope’s Cocktails
Praxis Fiber Workshop
Pro Football Hall of Fame
Quaker Steak and Lube
R & D Sausage Co.
Raddell’s Sausage 

Shop Inc.
Connor Redman

Ridgewood Golf Course
Ridgewood Golf Course, 

City of Parma
RiverReach Construction
Brett Rodstrom
“Rosewood Properties, 

Inc. Commercial 
Properties, Inc. 
Crossings Building 
Co, Ltd”

Sam’s Club
Scene 75
Luke Schwan 
Scott Enterprises - 

Peek’n Peak
Shadowbox Live
Six Shooter Coffee
Sky Zone
Eric Sluss
Snow Trails
Spartan Alumni Rowing 

Association
Terry Stahurski
Starz Ballroom
SunWatts/Cleveland 

Waterproofing
Tito’s Vodka
Unique Landscaping
Karen Vargo
Waterloo 7 Studio Jerry 

Schmidt artist
Watershed Distillery
Rich and Barb Weiser
Western Reserve 

Historical Society
Wine Bar Rocky River/

Market/Tommy’s Place
Winking Lizard

IN-KIND DONATIONS
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West Creek Conservancy
P.O. Box 347113
Cleveland, OH 44134

www.westcreek.org
 216-749-3720

info@westcreek.org

Cover photo: Aimee Pierson


