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Our mission is to enrich the lives of all 

people in Northeast Ohio by conserving 

natural habitats, restoring the ecological 

value of our region’s lands and waters, and 

expanding opportunities to connect people 

from all cultures to experience nature and 

discover our great outdoors.

MAKING NATURE YOUR NEIGHBOR
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Dear Friends, 
West Creek has a vision for a greener and healthier Northeast Ohio to positively impact 
people’s lives and well-being. Our work to protect, restore, and connect is long-term. We have 
uniquely served our community for nearly three decades and are dedicated to continuing this 
path in conservation.  
In 2022 alone, we have been involved with protecting over 1000 acres for conservation. We 
served as the catalyst for projects such as our Twinsburg Heights Preserve project, which 
puts greenspace into a vastly underserved area of the community.  These are great wins and 
are positive indicators of the value West Creek brings to the region.   
Citizens concerned by dwindling natural areas initially banded together to push for a healthier 
Parma. West Creek came into being because these leaders realized that more needed to 
be done to ensure a better quality of life. Since then, West Creek has grown to include the 
region, focusing on the people who live and work here and on the children who will grow 
up here. Our true measure of success is the impact West Creek makes on the people of 
Northeast Ohio.
Likewise, I want to thank the community for its continued engagement with West Creek.  
Since 1997 the community has seen the value that West Creek delivers to the people who 
live here. The community’s support of our mission continues to drive our efforts and we thank 
you for your investment with us toward building a greener and healthier Northeast Ohio.
As always, do not hesitate to reach out to me with your thoughts.

Eric Sluss 
Chair, Board of Directors
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Dear Friends, 
 
Throughout 2022, West Creek’s scope of work yet again expanded - protecting amazing 
places, restoring waterways and other habitats and enabling access to such spaces. The 
mission-partner focus of this organization is unique and for which I am proud. 
It’s humbling to have the trust of our partners; so that when they reach out, they inherently 
know that we’ll do everything in our power to bring whatever project to fruition. Within this 
report, there are a variety of updates, but by no means does it capture the diversity and 
volume of our work. We’re a small staff augmented by a vested and dedicated Board of 
Directors as well as a small army of truly amazing volunteers. 
We’re often asked how many acres did you preserve? Yes, that’s one indicator of our 
work, but there are so many other factors by which we measure the return of investment 
of our work. In 2022, we did in fact protect over a 1000 acres and yes, that’s great - but 
even within those 1000 acres, there are many stories to be told; some of which will be 
immediately recognized or seen as complete while others are catalytic to larger initiatives 
that may have taken years or will be ongoing. 
Two very highlightable projects within this summary are the Twinsburg Heights Preserve  
and Spring Creek - and each stand on their own merits (and each will be on-going as 
we initiate stewardship or activation plans for them). However, a couple other amazing 
initiatives to note…
East Branch Big Creek. Over the last two years, this organization worked to acquire/
protect over 2 miles of East Branch Big Creek; this required working with over 10 individual 
property owners, two cities, NEORSD as well as a handful of different funding sources. A 
synergy of resources and coordination is what this project became. Important to note is 
the coordination factor - how to implement the ‘plans’ or strategic focus of multiple entities, 
while ensuring the holistic watershed approach is also implemented. It culminated with 
2 miles of waterway, 16 acres of wetland, and 65 acres of much needed urban forest 
protected. But...what it also led to, is the restoration of over 1/2 mile of stream, the removal 
of 5 acres of impervious surface, and now a regional stormwater project being led by 
NEORSD along a critical reach of the stream; a nearly $6M project. 
Lower West Creek Restoration. After decades of community engagement, land 
protection and watershed planning, NEORSD commenced with a $20M project within 
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the Village of Brooklyn Heights. Yes, the 
Plain Dealer headline was ‘ Helping fish 
get up the creek without a battle’ but in 
reality this project is so much more. Not 
only is a major fish barrier being removed 
from a heavily altered reach of stream, 
but critically, this is also infrastructure/
economic asset protection. This is a 
stabilization along I-480, Resource 
Drive and Granger Road (protecting 
transportation and commercial business 
vitality); ensuring our ‘green’ and grey 
infrastructure are sustainably protected. 
We’re protecting land, restoring water 
resources, but importantly we’re a resource 
in the region. West Creek staff is constantly 
making site visits with landowners, updating 
watershed plans, coordinating clean-ups, 
plantings and a plethora of other volunteer 
activities. We now have a native plant and 
tree nursery up and running—thanks to the 
partnership with Cuyahoga County and the 
City of Parma. We held hikes and tours at 
newly protected properties. Reclamation 
plans are fully underway at the former 

Haydite mine. Irishtown Bend is moving towards 
full stabilization; a transformative initiative for 
the region. Over seven large-scale restoration 
projects queued up for 2023. Zaclon River 
landing is up and coming for 2023-2024. 
Needless to say, our work, with your support, 
has kept us more than busy. Which leads me to 
an apology - we are late in presenting our Annual 
Report. We are making more of an extended 
effort to ensure our outreach/communication 
about such is a higher priority. Thank you as 
always for your support. I am always more than 
happy to discuss our work or where you can 
help us make an impact. 
Cheers, 

 
Derek Schafer 
Executive Director
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Often enough we find farmlands directly adjacent to major waterways. 
Unfortunately, this also creates a situation where nutrients, sediment, and 
phosphorus run off directly into the creek or river – and eventually elevate 
levels of such causing harmful algal blooms. 
In 2021, a private landowner reached out to West Creek with the idea of 
transforming their 50-acre property along Chippewa Creek (downstream 
of Chippewa Lake, within the Ohio River Watershed) into wetlands or oth-
erwise streamside floodplains; both attributes are critical to ecological 
components that allow for the settling and filtering of pollutants or in this 
case, sediment and phosphorus. 

Through the support of the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources’ H2Ohio Program, West Creek worked with a 
design/build team to fully restore the property. 

CHIPPEWA CREEK FLOODPLAIN & 
WETLAND RESTORATION PROJECT

Derek and his team at West 
Creek coordinated a seamless 
process for us to transition our 
farm property to a long term 
asset with a  dual benefit that 
protects a major waterway 
for the State and ensures our 
property remains a viable nat-
ural wetlands for our family to 
enjoy for generations.”

~ Mike and Megan Wilbur 
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West Creek Conservancy 
and Cleveland Metroparks 
have partnered for decades to 
improve the quality of life for 
Northeast Ohioans through 
the protection of vital park 
land and natural habitats. 
West Creek Conservancy has 
been an instrumental partner 
to Cleveland Metroparks since 
an initial land donation in 2006 
that helped create Cleveland 
Metroparks’ West Creek 
Reservation with West Creek 
Conservancy as well as addi-
tional partners including the 
cities of Parma, Independence 
and Seven Hills, West Creek 
Reservation has grown in size 
by nearly 70% since its incep-
tion. In 2022, the reservation 
drew more than 157,000 annual 
recreational visits – a 54% 
increase in park visits from 
2014, the first full year following 

the opening of the Watershed 
Stewardship Center. 
West Creek Conservancy’s 
impact is far reaching beyond 
the creation and protection 
of West Creek Reservation. 
In 2022 alone, West Creek 
Conservancy helped add 
new park land across four 
Cleveland Metroparks reserva-
tions: Brecksville, Bedford, Mill 
Stream Run, and Brookside.
“West Creek Conservancy has 
been a long-time partner in 
protecting our region’s parks, 
forests and streams, and con-
necting people to nature,” 
said Brian M. Zimmerman, 
Cleveland Metroparks CEO. 

“Our communities are greener, 
healthier and more connected 
thanks to the strategic efforts of 
Derek and his team.” 
Since 2006, West Creek 
Conservancy has transferred 
385 acres of park land to 
Cleveland Metroparks for per-
manent protection. 2023 is 
poised to be another success-
ful year for the partnership with 
an addition of nearly 100 acres 
expected to be added to West 
Creek Reservation. 

PARTNERSHIP WITH CLEVELAND METROPARKS
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With the 2022 acquisition of more than 76 acres in 
northern Summit County, West Creek Conservancy 
is expanding area residents’ access to nature.
Twinsburg Heights Preserve is located in 
Twinsburg Township and the City of Twinsburg, 
between Hadden Road and I-480, and east of 
Twinsburg Township’s Twinsburg Heights neigh-
borhood. Twinsburg Heights is predominantly 
African American, recent census data shows, and 
surrounded on three sides by industrial uses.
The site has a storied past, as memorialized in 
Green Book Cleveland. Louise Smith of Cleveland, 
a Black woman, founded Pinecrest Country Club 
there in 1952. With the vision of providing people 
with resort amenities that were largely reserved for 
millionaires at the time, Smith oversaw Pinecrest 
as president. Pinecrest was described as “beau-
tiful park grounds, only 18 miles from Cleveland,” 
and was open daily for guests from the Midwest 
region to convene for recreational events such as 
meetings, dances, and picnics. The club saw as 
many as 86,000 guests per year in the late 1950s 
before closing soon thereafter.

TWINSBURG HEIGHTS PRESERVE: 
HONORING THE LEGACY OF AN HISTORIC SPACE

West Creek Conservancy admires and applauds 
Smith’s work, which was part of a much broader 
movement to create safe spaces where African 
Americans could peacefully enjoy recreational 
activities. 
Today, permanent conservation of Twinsburg 
Heights Preserve again provides the local com-
munity with access to green space. The pre-
serve’s wetlands also control flooding and filter 
pollutants to abate other ongoing stormwater 
issues in the area, such as erosion.
This project includes the construction of doz-
ens of houses following the demolishment of 
area homes in the mid-2000s for proposed retail 
development. No retail spaces nor subsequently 
proposed industrial buildings were constructed, 
in accord with the appeals of residents who 
voiced concerns.
Twinsburg Heights Preserve conserves exposed 
bedrock outcroppings, successional woodlands, 
upland old fields, emergent wetlands, shrub/
scrub wetlands, forested wetlands, and over 
12,500 linear feet of headwater streams. Several 
tributaries have been identified on the site, and 
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shifting conditions are likely to reveal additional 
tributaries, including headwater and ephemeral 
streams, all of which flow into an unnamed trib-
utary of Tinkers Creek, then into the Cuyahoga 
River, and ultimately Lake Erie.
The preserve is part of a geological feature 
and terrestrial habitat known to be significant 
to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, 
which are both state and federally listed. The 
rock outcroppings, caves, and crevasses of the 
site are part of the Liberty Park Cave Complex 
that is noted as a significant courtship, mating, 
and hibernation site for both bats. The preserve 
also contains suitable forested resources for 
these species’ summer maternity colonization.
West Creek purchased the property with grant 
funding through the Clean Ohio Green Space 
Conservation Program, administered by Ohio 
Public Works Commission, and the H2Ohio 

program, administered by Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources. H2Ohio has also funded the 
restoration of portions of the preserve. 
“This was a special opportunity to recover, restore, 
and protect natural resources in a densely devel-
oped area,” said Linda Bailiff, director of the Ohio 
Public Works Commission. “I am very pleased to 
see this important project come to fruition and look 
forward to seeing this property become a green 
space for the community as opposed to an indus-
trial development.”
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STEARNS NATIVE NURSERY: SUPPORTING 
HEALTHY WILDLIFE, WATERS, AND PEOPLE

West Creek Conservancy is committed to 
conserving natural spaces that support 
local pollinators, birds, and biodiversity.

At our Stearns Native Nursery, West Creek 
Conservancy propagates native plants 
that we incorporate into parks and com-
munities to establish wildlife corridors.

Stearns Native Nursery, at 7000 Randolph 
Drive in Parma, comprises 16 acres of the 
48-acre Stearns Homestead. In 2022, 
West Creek Conservancy equipped the 
nursery with a new 1.5-acre growing 
enclosure, a large hoop house, and a 
staging enclosure, with the capacity to 
further expand operations on the property.

A major focus at Stearns is the propaga-
tion of keystone tree, wildflower, and shrub 
species that support the vast majority of 
pollinators and birds in Northeast Ohio 
ecosystems. Keystone tree species that 
we grow include oak, willow, and cherry. 
As for wildflowers, we plan to start focus-
ing on goldenrods and asters.

Stearns Native Nursery propagates plant 
stock that supports wildlife, water man-
agement, and visitor experiences at 
West Creek Conservancy’s restoration 
project sites. One such site is off of W. 
Ridgewood Drive in Parma, the previous 
home of Padua Franciscan High School’s 
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Camp Corde soccer and lacrosse fields. In 
2022, West Creek Conservancy finished 
full design and engineering on a stream 
and floodplain restoration project at the 
site, which will be added to the Cleveland 
Metroparks’ West Creek Reservation.

West Creek Conservancy also plants the 
nursery’s native trees within city parks and 
in right of ways, or tree lawns. The trees 
absorb water, preventing flooding and ero-
sion. They also provide oxygen and shade 
to help limit the sweltering effect of heat 
islands that become established in urban 
centers.

We offer volunteer opportunities at Stearns 
Native Nursery, including collection, clean-
ing, and propagation of seeds, as well as 
related activities, such as planting stock at 
our restoration sites.

Stearns Native Nursery is managed by West 
Creek Conservancy in partnership with the City 
of Parma and supported by Cuyahoga County 
and the Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation 
District.

West Creek Conservancy’s other partnerships 
at the nursery include:

• Welcoming the Cuyahoga Soil & Water 
Conservation District to study the effects of 
mycorrhizal fungi on soil structure and root 
health in urban soils in our growing enclosure.

• Supporting The Holden Arboretum to create 
a local ecotype seed bank intended to reforest 
the lower Great Lakes region.

11
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Headwaters Cuyahoga River, 
Montville Township, Ohio (Cuyahoga 
River Watershed). In partnership with 
The Nature Conservancy, over 50 
acres of wetland, vernal pool and 1/2 
mile of stream restored; in addition to 
meadow/prairie and upland habitat 
enhancements.

MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP: 
HEADWATERS OF THE CUYAHOGA



West Creek Conservancy led the effort to acquire 
a critical property, now owned by Richland County 
Park District. The 213-acre Clear Fork Preserve 
property near Mansfield involves a multi-phased 
restoration that will include re-forestation, wet-
meadow establishment, and elimination of row crops 
and conversion to wetlands. The property is located 
within a Drinking Water Source Protection Area, and 
elimination of agricultural uses along with wetland 
and stream restoration will have a positive impact 
downstream. Over 1.5 miles of streams on the prop-
erty flow into the Clear Fork Reservoir, the primary 
drinking water source for the City of Mansfield capa-
ble of delivering up to 25 million gallons of water 
per day. Restoration will reduce sediment, nutrient, 
and phosphorus loading, and will increase spe-
cies diversity by re-establishing natural habitat and 
functioning hydrology. The restoration project will 
also establish riparian buffers and restore over 100 
acres of floodplain along highly degraded, channel-
ized streams which will filter agricultural runoff from 
upstream farms. West Creek will be responsible for 
all restoration activity on the site and will manage the 
property through the restoration process in collabo-
ration with the Park District.

13
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SPRING CREEK PRESERVE: PROTECTING 
HABITATS AND IMPROVING WATER QUALITY

In 2022, West Creek Conservancy acquired 
an ecologically diverse and important prop-
erty, the 361-acre Spring Creek Preserve. 
Located in northeastern Geauga County, the 
preserve is just 10 miles east of Chardon.

West Creek acquired Spring Creek 
Preserve with funding by the Ohio EPA’s 
Water Resource Restoration Sponsorship 
Program. The preserve comprises part of 
a 700-acre wetland complex known locally 
as the Montville Swamp, which beavers 
created by damming headwaters of Spring 
Creek. Prior to the West Creek acquisition, 
some beaver dams were replaced with man-
made dams.

Spring Creek Preserve’s 336 acres of cat-
egory III wetlands exhibit important envi-
ronmental function and sensitive habitat. 
Thriving groundwater forested wetlands and 
forested mosaic wetlands dominate the pre-
serve, surrounding deeper marsh wetland 
areas. Hydrologically connected marsh areas 
produce many plant species, including yellow 
pond-lily. A high-quality buttonbush swamp 
contains howe’s sedge (Carex atlantica ssp. 
capillacea), an Ohio listed rare species.

An abundance of wildlife, including nesting 
sandhill cranes, dragonflies, amphibians, 
and turtles, rely on and thrive in the local hab-
itat. Otters, coyotes, and turkeys, as well as 
bobcat and fisher tracks, have been spotted. 
Neighbors of the property have also sighted 
black bear, and West Creek has received 
reports of other rare and unique wildlife.

The preserve contains four streams, includ-
ing unnamed headwaters of Spring Creek 
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and the South Branch Spring Creek, 
which runs through the property and ulti-
mately to the Grand River. The Grand 
River drains one of the most biologically 
diverse of all the Lake Erie watersheds, 
providing habitat for over 100 species 
on the state’s list of rare, threatened, 
and endangered species. Through the 
conservation of Spring Creek Preserve, 
water quality improvements will also 
be realized in the downstream waters 
of Spring Creek and interconnected 
waterways.

West Creek Conservancy will own and 
maintain the preserve and will open it to 
the public for guided hikes by West Creek 
staff. In coordination with partners and 
educational institutions, a 5-acre portion 
of the preserve property containing a 
barn and two cabins will be used for con-
servation research and education, stew-
ardship, maintenance, and engagement.
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UP! A CREEK 2022

Up! A Creek 2022….an ironic name for 
an event, where it wasn’t a drizzle, but 
rather a down pour at times! However, 
with plenty of shelters and not to men-
tion 400 umbrellas on hand, over 700 
guests were still able to enjoy the annual 
conservation party! The 2022 event 
was held at the Cleveland Metroparks 
Zoo – fully lit up with the Asian Lantern 
Festival; a pre-public opening experi-
ence for the guests. On top of the inher-
ently amazing atmosphere that the Zoo 
offers, attendees were also able to enjoy 
the zipline, carousel, amongst other Up! 
A Creek favorites…such as the infa-
mous wine toss (proudly sponsored by 
Parma’s own, Little Birdie Wine Nest).
We could not have thrown such an 
event, without our amazing supporters 
and sponsors – we extend our sincerest 
appreciation to Ohio Real Tite Agency, 
Petros Homes, Kurtz Bros, and Pride 
One Development!

16
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RIVERWOOD PRESERVE

In partnership with Petros Homes, West Creek 
took ownership of 55+ acres along 1-mile of the 
Cuyahoga River near the border of Akron and 
Cuyahoga Falls; an area often referred to as 
the Merriman Valley and as of late the former 
‘Riverwood Golf Course.’ A portion of the property 
will be developed by Petros Homes and Pride One, 
but a significant tract was donated to West Creek 
– which inevitably enabled us to leverage over 

$1,000,000 to restore the property. Restoration 
will be underway and completed in 2023; passively 
accessible with trails and perhaps even a kayak 
put in/take out. We are sincerely appreciative of the 
partnership with Petros Homes and very excited 
about the opportunity to open up yet another mile 
of the Cuyahoga River. Right across the river is 
Summit Metro Parks Sand Run Reservation as well 
as the Towpath Trail.

17
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2022 EXPENSES

Financial year ending December 31, 2022. Accrual basis, unaudited.

Government Grants: 53.6% 
$ 5,925,083 

In-Kind Donations: 17.8% 
$1,962,936

Fee Services: 10.6% 
$1,172,564 

Non-Government Grants: 9.4% 
$1,035,000

Dues & Donations: 5.2% 
$577,464

Special Events: 1.9% 
$204,824

Miscellaneous: 1.6% 
$180,101 

2022 REVENUE
Total Revenues: $11,057,972

Total Expenses: $9,974,013

Land Acquisition: 73.5% | $7,330,165
Habitat Restoration: 16% | $1,600,080
Operating: 4.7%	| $472,987
Property Management: 1.8% | $180,494
Miscellaneous: 1.6% | $155,701
Fundraising: 1.2% | $123,137 
Professional Fees: 0.8% | $77,291
Outreach Programs: 0.3% | $34,158

Change in Net Assets: $1,083,959
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DONORS & SUPPORTERS

$10,000 & Over
Maude L. Campbell
Char & Chuck Fowler Family 

Foundation
Cleveland Foundation
Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation
Cuyahoga County
George Gund Foundation
Kelvin & Eleanor Smith Foundation
Lake Erie Commission
Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources
Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency
Ohio Public Works Commission
Sherwin-Williams Foundation
United States Environmental 

Protection Agency
Willard Stephenson Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
City of Beachwood
City of Brooklyn
City of Garfield Heights
City of Independence
City of Parma
Jen DiGeronimo & The DiGeronimo 

Family Foundation
Fred Hipp
John Kurtz
Shaker Lakes Garden Club 
Sherwin-Williams Company
Swagelok Foundation

Village of Brooklyn Heights
Village of Cuyahoga Heights
Village of Highland Hills
Village of Valley View
Rich & Barbara Weiser

$2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous
Rudolf & Barbara Hermes
Heroux Devtek
Jeff Lennartz
William & Cristina Mueller
David & Laura Sangree
Eric Sluss
Jane Whitehead

$1,000 to $2,499
Shimshon Balanson
Tom & Margo  Bertin
Benjamin Borns
Joseph DiGeronimo
William & Joanne Grady
Great Lakes Brewing Co.
Terry Greathouse
Patrick Gsellman
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP, at the 

direction of John Paul Lucci
Irvin Hazel
Joe & Suzanne Hollo
John Lahl
Luciano Family Foundation
Michael Mohlenkamp
Kenneth A. Moss
Thomas H. Oden
Connor Redman
Chris & Vicki Soukup
Kathleen T. Schlemmer Fund for 

Animal Welfare & the Environment
Robert & Kathleen Wade
Rich & Barbara Weiser
George Zbiegien
Emily Zeisler

$500 to $999
Anonymous
Robert Brill
Ann Chasar
Coldwater Consultants
David Conwill
Dale E. & Bernice E. Mansperger 

Foundation Inc.
Envi Environmental, LLC
Friends of Mayor Mike Procuk
Chris & Jenny Hartzell
Deb Herman
Maxine W. Houck
John Ivancic
Joseph Manning
Mark Haynes Construction
Charles McGill
Momentive Technologies
Monica Moore
Neff & Associates
Mark & Julie Pleune
David Sacks
David Sagerser & Dr. Christine Krol
Kurt Sardiga
Eric & Debbie Schafer
Steven & Ann Pigoni Family 

Foundation
Tina Valli Billman
Karen Vargo
David Walkowiak 

& Barb Moxeyr

$250 to $499
Anonymous (2)
AmazonSmile Foundation
Don & Edie Bees
Michele Burk
Kathy Jo Carson
Reinhold Federmann
Maribeth Feke
Friends of Timothy J. DeGeeter
Jonathan Hicks
Barbara Hrdlicka
Lee & Candy Hutton
Albert Johnson III
Eric & Marian Klieber
David & Hope Koncal
Frank Lovell

You make it possible! In 2022 your donation allowed West Creek Conservancy to protect dozens of new properties 
throughout Northeast Ohio. We are grateful to all the individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations who 
have supported our vital work. Contributions received from January 1 - December 31, 2022 are listed here.
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Aribert Meder
Jonny Molnar
Edwin Muckley
Christopher & Melissa Owen
Partners Environmental Consulting
Candy Ridler
Linda Rocchi
David Roth
Ed & Brendalee Salk
Steven Sardiga
Jean Schafer
Sheldon & Mary Ann Schafer
Luke Schwan
Todd Sciano
Judge Kenneth Spanagel
Jim & Pat Spoth
Terry Stahurski
Dimitri Turko
Jennie Vasarhelyi
Larry & Mary Vasil
Gene A. Wimmer
Mengxue Xie
Robert & Barbara Yoder

$100 to $249
Anonymous (7)
Anonymous (4)
ABC Piping Co.
Jim & Kathy Amato
Robert & Cheryl Anderson
Steve & Kathy Bales
Michael & Linda Barath
Nancy Bartholomew
Art Basso
Fred Bess & Jeff Converse
William Birchenough
Kathy Biskup
David & Juliann Blaha
Mary Bradshaw
Jonathan Brauer
Henry & Margaret Cambareri
George C. Cantor
Nicole Chaps
Christine Chenevey

Keith Chlem
Cheung Cho Yue, M.D.
John Crawford
Christine Craycroft
David Daams
Ellen Davis
Terry & Laurie Davison
Brian & Collen Day
Tim DeGeeter
Leo Deininger & Ruth Skuly 
James DeLanis
Richard DeLanis
Alexander Derkaschenko
John DiGeronimo
Mark & Pam Dobbins
Michael & Jennie Dollard
John & Marci Dolnacko
Ed & Kathy Durkin
Antoinette Dyko
Eaton
Michael Fiala
First Catholic Slovak Union 

of US & Canada
Robert P. & Barbara Glover
Arthur & Dedra Good
Paul & Mary Gregory
Patricia R. Hanavan
Dan & Carol Hargenrader
Peter & Judy Harvan
Jim Helms
Michael & Michelle Henry
Don & Nancy Howell
Tom & Laverne Jacobson
Kevin Jansky
David & Mary Jecmen
Michael Johnson
Jim & Pat Kastelic
Jeff & Darla Klein
Franklin & Dawn Knauss
Ronald & Paula Koenig
Virginia A. Kovach
Paul Kovalcik
Richard Lavery Sr.
Gary & Gail Long
Sylvan Long
Mary Ann Loschelder
Mike & Monica Losneck
Ed Lukacevic & Resi Sonntag
Jim Madej
Gary & Therese Manke
Bob & Kathy McAteer

Andre Mitchell
John Mitterholzer
Greg Mizanin
Ralph & Theresa Mog
Ronald & Patricia Mueller
Mark Mundy
Ken Murach & Jane Penttila
Mary Murphy
Donna Nettgen
Janet Noss
Tom & Peggy Oberg
Stan Pajka
Laura Palcisko
Sandra Paliga
Dianne Palivoda
Marianne Parker
Greg & Tana Peckham
Matthew Peel
John & Marguerite Phillips
Cedric & Eloise Plavney
Christopher & Marcy Prasek
Jonathan Progoff
Elizabeth Prusak
Elise Repp
Brian & Karen Riegel
Norbert & Christiane Ritzmann
Terry & Mandy Robison
Sue Rojeck
Andrew Rosen
Martine Scheuermann & Marty 

Culbertson
Don & Linda Schmaltz
Katherine Schneider
Ron & Bonnie Shadrach
Caryl Smith
Caryl Smith
Gary Sparano
Rosemary Stagel
Mary Starbuck
Rebecca Swagerty
Anthony & Eleanor Szpak
Robert Thomas
Philip Thomas
Steve & Barbara Tucky
Don Turpin
Betty A. Urban
Spenser & Christy Vago
Greg Warren & Karen Seawall
Gary & Carol Whidden
Thomas & Marcia White
Mary Ann Wiedl
Wendel Willmann
Alex Wilson
Kevin & Renee Zupancic
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$99 and under
Anonymous (10)
Mark App
Jean Artrip
Richard Babyak
George Baker
Ed & Sue Ballou
Sylvia M. Banks
Stephen Bedell
Milene Bender
Gerald & Jean Boldt
Diane Brannigan
Sharon Brejer
Daniel Brindza
Mark Brody
Helen J. Broszczuk
William & Mary Ellen Carroll
Kathy Cavalier
Pam Cerio
Bernard Charnas
Erica Clerc
Marcia Cornelius
Steve Coso
Gregory Cznadel
Robert & Gabriella Dagostino
Alan & Patricia Dailey
Joyce Davis
Tom Day Jr.
Frank & Debbie Dessoffy
Kathy Dishion
Timothy Dobeck
Bill & Betty Dodds
Ed Dooner
Louis  Elsaesser
Cliff Emery
Lucy Erba
Charles Evans
Fifty Plus Club
Elizabeth Fleming
Les & Ann Foote
Hank Frisch
Rick & Mary Gates
Janice Geho
Jim Gepperth
James & Mary Ann Glover
Dorothy K. Gonda
Dianne Good
Deb Grale
Kathleen Guzy
Larry Hahn
Shawn Hanak
Rose Hartman
Karen Hayes
Martin & Dawn Hermes
Rob & Liz Hersh
Matt Hils
Evelyn Hinz
Elaine Hlaves

Edie Hoffmann
Joseph Hooven
Bessanne Hustosky
Independence Garden Club
Leila Jackson
Patricia Jatsek
Rick Jaworski
Roy & Maureen Jech
Richard Juby
Geraldine Kaftan
Dennis Kapral
Diane Kavalchek
John Kealy
Ursula Keck
Louise Keith
Norbert   Klimer
Phyllis Kluber
Kurt & Diane Korfhage
Michelle Kozelka
Paula Kramer
Ann Krepps
Tom & Karen Kurak
Jerry & Marie Laheta
Thomas Lanning
Mary Ann Lanser
David Lastovka
Lois Lenard
Donald & Carole Lisy
Macy’s Foundation
John & Elaine Martin
Herbert Mausser
Bill & Deborah McCort
Sandy Morchak
Elizabeth Morrison
Bud Most
Robert & Diane Nickle
Alexander Nixon
Jane Norris
Judith Opalach
Karen Ormsby
Joe Pavlick
Don & Jenny Peak
Charles B. Pearson
Karen Pelley
Ed Perek
Sharyn L. Peterson
Geraldine Petras
Ken & Joanne Pohlchuck
Barbara Rajavich
Jim Reagan
Carol Revilock
Brad Rice
John & Deborah Riczo
Ridgewood Garden Club of Parma
David & Mary Robertson
Dennis & Sandra Rohal
Elinor Rowan
Mark & Marie Sabo

Darlene Sadowski
Sharon Schnall
Erika Schnur
Clifford & Betty Schuenaman
Mark & Cathy Schwarz
John & Tammy Sech
Judith Shaw
Amy Sheldon
Barry Sherwin
Frank Skala
Ignatius & Sue Sluzala
Martin Smalc
Bernadette Smith
Juanita N. Smith
Frank J. Spiker
Kent Starrett
Gerald & Rebecca Stary
Jim Storer
Gary Suchocki
Paul J. Swancer
Betty Terepka
Donna J. Thom
Deboarh Thomson
Darlene Toth
Dennis Turski
Jennifer Tyger
UK Online Giving Foundation
Laura Vadaj
Jacob VanSickle
Mark Vasarhelyi
Laszlo & Olga Vasarhelyi
Lesley Visconti
Barbara Von Benken
Tom Wagner & Malinda Smyth
Thomas E. Walczak
Charee Walter
Becky Loas Walters
Nate & Diane Ward
Janet Weiser
Josephine Widowski
Arthur & Lynn Wilks
Kathryn Wilmer
James A. Wohl
Don & Sandy Wojtalewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Al Yambor
Gary D. Zanercik
Kathleen Zipp
Dan & Pam Zupancic

We make every effort to list our 
donors accurately. We regret any 
errors or omissions. If you have any 
questions about this report please 
contact Dawn at 216.749.3720, ext 
10, or dpetkov@westcreek.org
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C&K Industrial Services
Chagrin Valley Engineering Ltd.
Cleveland-Cuyahoga 

County Port Authority
Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland Whiskey
Coldwater Consulting, LLC
Cox Business
Cushman Wakefield CRESCO
Cuyahoga County Land Bank
Davey Resource Group 
DiGeronimo Companies
DLZ Ohio, Inc.

Donald G. Bohning & 
Associates  Inc.

ENVi Environmental, LLC
EnviroScience Inc.
FirstEnergy
GPD Group
Great Lakes Brewing Co.
Hersh PR & Marketing
HZW Environmental Consultants
Innovative Title & Escrow 

Services, LLC
Kurtz Bros., Inc.
Little Birdie Wine Nest
Mannik & Smith Group
McDonald Hopkins, LLC
Ohio Real Title Agency

OHM Advisors
On-Call Waterproofing 
Osborn Engineering Co. 
Partners Environmental
Petros Homes
Pride One
Quasar Energy Group
Rea & Associates, Inc.
River Reach Construction 
Sherwin-Williams Company
studioTECHNE
Tito’s Vodka
Verdantas
Vince Hrobat Insurance 

Agency Inc.
Ziegler Metzger LLP

Briarwood Products
Aramark 
Bartlett Tree Experts
Carter Lumber
Cleveland Metroparks
Forrest Keeling Nursery
General Motors 
Deb Herman
Klyn Nurseries
Mike Wyatts

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Memory of Walter Allen
Ina Sue Foote
Tim & Linda Hnath
Lawrence & Rosemary Knopf
Gale Kramer
George & Robin Sedlak

In Memory of Alex 
& Alyssa Baker

Sandra Wright-Esber
In Memory of JoAnn 
Roman Brisko

Virginia A. Kovach

In Memory of Dorothy Hazel
Mrs. Helene Dreibelbis

In Memory of Paul McAuliffe
Alice P League Family Fund
Salah Asad
Richard Ashton
Eileen Church
Jeffrey Dale
Jana Grippo
Lindsay McAuliffe
Susan Mink
LuAnne Pederson
John & Jill Perl

In Memory of Irene Toth
Ellen Davis

In Memory of David Vasarhelyi
Greg Guess

In Memory of Jack Wargo
Virginia A. Kovach

In Memory of Brian R. Warren
Virginia A. Kovach

In Memory of Josef Willi
United Swiss Society 
of Cleveland

SPONSORS

IN-KIND DONATIONS

22
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Beaver Creek Club, Inc.
Brooklyn Community 

Improvement Corporation
City of North Royalton
Cedar Fair L.P.
Guru Gobind Singh Sikh Society
John & Mary Hawkins
John Hawkins & Adele Gacse
Jeram LLC
James Kopchak
Northeast Ohio Regional 

Sewer District

Ohio Stream Preservation
Parma Community 

Impovement Corporation
Parma Storage LLC
Petros Homes
James O. and Martha 

Jane Rogers
Buddy Ross
Sherwin-Williams Company
Triban Investments, LLC
Valli Family
Weston, Inc.

STAFF
Derek Schafer 

Executive Director
Dawn Petkov

Director of Finance
David Saja

Senior Watershed  
Program Manager

Joe Leslie
Director of Real Estate

Kara Beninghofen
Stewardship & Outreach 

Coordinator
Brett Rodstrom

Director of Conservation

BOARD OFFICERS
Eric Sluss 

Chair
Michael Mohlenkamp 

Vice Chair
Christopher Owen 

Treasurer

DIRECTORS
Shimshon Balanson

Liz Boehm
Benjamin M. Borns

Robert Brill
John Crawford

Robert J. Dagostino
Maribeth B. Feke 

Barbara J. Hermes
Albert Johnson III
Connor Redman

Luke Schwan
Karen Vargo

Richard Weiser
Mengxue Xie

CONSERVATION PARTNERS



www.westcreek.org
 216-749-3720

info@westcreek.org

West Creek Conservancy
P.O. Box 347113
Cleveland, OH 44134


